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DEPARTMENT OPERATING AREA 
Environmental Morenci 

DOCUMENT NO. DOCUMENT TITLE 
 BMP 400 Spill Notification  

 
Purpose and Scope: 
A spill is any event, outside of normal operations, which results in a loss of product or waste material. A spill 
includes any product loss associated with both controlled and uncontrolled pipeline breaks, tank overflows, hose 
breaks, etc. This includes material losses that are contained by overflow systems, secondary containment, and 
leach stockpiles.  Environmental Services must be notified of all spills 
 
Safety: 
Avoid any contact with liquids and avoid inhalation of vapor, fumes, and smoke. 

Strong Acids: 
1. Keep combustibles (wood, paper, oil, etc.) away from a spill of strong acid. 
2. Do not touch the spilled material. 
3. Do not apply water unless directed to do so. 
4. If safely possible, stop the spill and dike the spill area. 
5. Isolate the hazard and deny entry to the area. 

 
Responsible Parties: 
All personnel 
 
Specialized Tools/Skills/Training: 
All personnel shall receive training or at the least have access to this BMP when dealing with a spill on Morenci 
property. The Supervisor and/or Team Environmental Representative will provide this training to the workforce. 
 
Procedures: 
Any employee discovering a hazardous release must immediately contact the Spill Hotline 865-SPIL (7745) and 
the responsible area Supervisor. 

All mine personnel who use the radio system as their means of communication (haul truck drivers, heavy 
equipment operators, etc.) must contact the Administrative Supervisor at 865-7928, 865-7921 or the Command 
Center. The Administrative Supervisor or Command Center will then contact the Spill Hotline to report spills. 

An attempt should be made to identify the released material without endangering personnel. Refer to the tank, 
container or pipeline labels associated with the release to identify the released substance. If the material 
cannot be safely identified, evacuate the area. 

When verbal contact is made with the Spill Hotline (or an Environmental Services representative), the following 
information must be provided: 

1. Date & Time of Spill 
2. Location of Spill 
3. Material Spilled 
4. Name of Individual Notifying Environmental Services 
5. Phone Number and/or Call Sign of Notifying Individual 
6. Circumstances Causing the Spill 
7. Spill Duration 
8. Spill Flow 
9. Acid Content (if applicable) 
10. Copper Content (if applicable) 
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An attempt should be made to limit the release without endangering personnel by constructing trenches, dikes, 
or applying absorbent/spill kits to spilled materials. This will reduce the risk of environmental damage and 
reduce the amount of area requiring cleanup. If safely possible, prevent the released material from leaving 
Morenci property. 

The release area can be flagged with Environmental flagging (white with blue polka dots) immediately to 
prevent entry to the release location by unauthorized personnel. 
 
The responsible area Supervisor will organize and ensure proper cleanup of the spill per BMP No. 402 Spill 
Clean Up. 
 
If required, the area Supervisor must complete an incident analysis of the event and submit it to the 
appropriate Environmental Services representative, area Superintendent, and department Manager. Incident 
analysis will address the root cause of the event and initiate actions to prevent a recurrence. Incident analysis 
will not be considered complete until all the actions to prevent a recurrence have been completed and follow-
up documentation has been forwarded to the Environmental Services representative that responded to the spill 
 
 

QUESTIONS OR NEED HELP?  
Contact your Environmental Representative or Environmental Services at (928) 865-6000 
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