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This is NOT an investigation report.  It is a NOTIFICATION of a Significant Incident that has taken place at a  
Freeport-McMoRan location.  The information below is a preliminary assessment and not a formal investigation. 

OOPPEERRAATTIIOONN::  El Abra IInncciiddeenntt::  x 

IISSSSUUEEDD  BBYY::  Jill Schultz IInnjjuurryy::  

DDAATTEE::  May 14, 2014 PPrrooppeerrttyy  DDaammaaggee::  x 

TTIIMMEE::  17:30 hrs. PPrroocceessss  LLoossss::  

LLOOCCAATTIIOONN//DDEEPPAARRTTMMEENNTT::  Process Area - Leaching 

IINNCCIIDDEENNTT  DDEESSCCRRIIPPTTIIOONN::  

A Sulfolix employee was operating a Yamaha Grizzly 700 All-Terrain Vehicle 
(ATV) to maneuver leach lines on the 4th level of Module 6B´s cell 1 to be 
parallel to the edge of the leach pad.  According to the information gathered, 
the gloves worn by the ATV operator had a hole in the thumb of his right 
hand. While attempting to back up to change directions, the throttle lever got 
caught in the hole of the operator´s glove causing him to lose control of the 
ATV.  Realizing that the ATV was going to travel backwards over the 
embankment, the operator jumped off the moving vehicle.  The ATV 
continued over the side of the leach pad and fell approximately 26 feet.  The 
employee did not sustain any injuries. 

DDEETTAAIILLSS  OOFF  IINNJJUURRYY  TTYYPPEE::  No injuries 

PPOOTTEENNTTIIAALL  FFOORR  IINNJJUURRYY::  FFaattaalliittyy  LLoosstt  TTiimmee  

PPeerrmmaanneenntt  

DDiissaabbiilliittyy  OOtthheerr  PPootteennttiiaall  

X 

PPRROOBBAABBLLEE  DDIIRREECCTT  CCAAUUSSEESS::  

 Incorrect evaluation of risk - operator did not assess the risk of changing direction
by backing towards the embankment (blind side).

 Inadequate protective equipment – operator did not maintain protective
equipment in good condition.

 Inadequate barrier – although a berm was present, the height was inadequate for
all types of equipment used on the leach pad.

 Inadequate ATV procedure – procedure did not adequately demarcate a safety
zone along the edge of the leach pad where ATV equipment was not allowed to
operate.

IIMMMMEEDDIIAATTEE  CCOORRRREECCTTIIVVEE  

AACCTTIIOONN::  

 Immediately stopped work and took employee to on-site clinic for
evaluation.

 Initiated investigation.

RREEQQUUIIRREEDD  AACCTTIIOONNSS::  

 Review ATV operating procedures on leach pads with employees.

 Create checklist to ensure periodic review of the condition of ATV
personal protective equipment.

 Revise and update leach pad and ATV operating procedures to include:

SSAAFFEETTYY  AALLEERRTT  NNOOTTIIFFIICCAATTIIOONN 
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o 2 meter (6.5 feet) safety zone along the edge of pad where ATV
equipment is not to operate.

o construction of berms to be mid-axle height for the largest
equipment operating on leach pad.

o Conduct periodic inspections and audits of leach pad operations.

IInnsseerrtt  PPhhoottooss  bbeellooww  

Location where ATV fell 

Location where ATV went 

over embankment 
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 This is NOT an investigation report.  It is a NOTIFICATION of a Significant Incident that has taken 
place at a Freeport-McMoRan operation and is being communicated to enhance safety awareness should a similar situation exist. 

  The information above is a preliminary assessment of the event and is not a formal investigation..  

How throttle got caught in a hole 

of the glove. 
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