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This is NOT an investigation report.  It is a NOTIFICATION of a Significant Incident that has taken place at a  

Freeport-McMoRan location.  The information below is a preliminary assessment and not a formal investigation. 
 

OOPPEERRAATTIIOONN::  Norwich Operations IInncciiddeenntt::  X 

IISSSSUUEEDD  BBYY::  Brian J. DeGrafft IInnjjuurryy::    

DDAATTEE::  March 16, 2015 PPrrooppeerrttyy  DDaammaaggee::    

TTIIMMEE::  0400 PPrroocceessss  LLoossss::    

LLOOCCAATTIIOONN//DDEEPPAARRTTMMEENNTT::  Receiving Department 

IINNCCIIDDEENNTT  DDEESSCCRRIIPPTTIIOONN::  

An incoming load of cathode was being unloaded from a van-style trailer truck 
that had been in a hard-braking incident enroute, which resulted in the cathode 
bundles breaking apart.  The GPS tracker unit was buried somewhere among 
the scattered cathode sheets.  While the cathode was being moved by a forklift 
operator, a sound similar to opening a bottle of soda was heard and flames 
were observed coming from between the cathode bundles, as the GPS tracker 
burned.  The fire was quickly extinguished.  Upon examination of the unit, it 
was found the Lithium Ion battery in the unit had caught fire, likely from 
damage from the copper cathode and burned through the protective case. 

DDEETTAAIILLSS  OOFF  IINNJJUURRYY  TTYYPPEE::  N/A 

  

PPOOTTEENNTTIIAALL  FFOORR  IINNJJUURRYY::  FFaattaalliittyy  LLoosstt  TTiimmee  

PPeerrmmaanneenntt  

DDiissaabbiilliittyy  OOtthheerr  PPootteennttiiaall    

   Fire 

PPRROOBBAABBLLEE  DDIIRREECCTT  CCAAUUSSEESS::  Crushing from the cathode may have caused the battery to catch fire. 

IIMMMMEEDDIIAATTEE  CCOORRRREECCTTIIVVEE  

AACCTTIIOONN::  
Fire was extinguished and damaged equipment sent to manufacturer for analysis 

RREEQQUUIIRREEDD  AACCTTIIOONNSS::  

Mechanical abuse / damage to lithium battery cells can cause shorting between 

cell electrodes, leading to thermal runaway and fire.  Avoid placing batteries 

or equipment containing batteries where they may be damaged during 

transport or normal use. 

    
  

           SSAAFFEETTYY  AALLEERRTT  NNOOTTIIFFIICCAATTIIOONN 

 This document and all supporting material has been written or compiled by the Freeport McMoRan Copper & Gold Department of Occupational Health and Safety, and is being distributed only for the exclusive 
use by the intended recipients and may contain information that may be privileged, confidential or copyrighted under applicable law.  

If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby formally notified that any use, copying or distribution of this material, in whole or in part, is strictly prohibited.

 This material has been prepared by the Freeport McMoRan Copper & Gold Department of Occupational Health and Safety – Distribution and Use of this material is limited to Authorized Recipients only.
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